WEEK ONE
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1 Corinthians 1:18

For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.  
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Author – Paul (I Corinthians 1:1)

Date – 54-57 AD (Written from Ephesus)
City – 

· Roman capital of the region. Called Achaia by the Romans
· Much of the commerce between Rome and the east passed through its harbor.
· It held the Isthmian games.  These were held every two years.
· 200,000 citizens and ½ million slaves at its height.
· Paul first visit was on his second missionary journey (Acts 18)
Church – 

· The following people (in addition to Paul) had some influence on the church: Timothy, Apollos, Titus and others
· There is a book written to them which we do not have.
· This was the most carnal church in the New Testament time.
· As late as 97 AD there were still much division in the church.
· Topics covered in the book: divisions, immorality, public worship, gifts, offerings, and the resurrection!

Date: 


  

Time: 




Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 1:18 

Read – 1 Corinthians 1:1-5
Examine –

1. Who wrote the book?
2. What was he called to be?
3. Who was with him?

Bonus – What do we know about this man?

4. To whom was it written?

5. What two ways does he describe them?

6. What do people do in every place?

7. What two things does he wish upon them?

8. From whom are those things?

9. What does Paul do on their behalf?

10. In what are they enriched by Him?

11. What two things does he mention specifically?

Apply-

How could you say that you have been enriched by Christ?

Is your life better since Christ came into your life?

Does peace and grace rule your life?

Date: 


  

Time: 




Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 1:18
Read – 1 Corinthians 1:6-9
Examine –

1. What was confirmed in them?
· Verse 7 is probably referring to the fact that this church may have been looked down on by others, but Paul is saying that they are not lacking anything compared to other churches.

2. For what is this church looking? 
3. What will God do when He comes?

4. What should we be when Jesus comes?

Look at Ephesians 5:27: 

5. What does Jesus not want in His church?


6. What does He want?

7. Who is faithful?

8. How has He been faithful to you over this last week?

9. Into what were we called? 

10. Define Fellowship:

Apply-

Are you looking for Jesus to return?
If He came back today, what would be your response?

What kind of fellowship do you have with God?

  *Circle the one that best fits or make up your own:

   An acquaintance that I’m friendly with
   A friend that I spend some time with
   A best friend I share everything with

   I really don’t know Him at all
   A person I’ve studied a lot about but don’t know personally.
   Other __________________________
Date: 


  

Time: 




Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 1:18
Read – 1 Corinthians 1:10-16
Examine –

1. Define Beseech - 
2. By what does he beseech them?

3. What does he beseech them to do? (4 things that are all related)

4. Who had given Paul information about the church?

5. What did they say?

6. What four things were the people saying?

7. What would be the obvious answer to the first question in verse 13?

8. What two things did Paul not do for them?

9. What three people(s) did Paul baptize?

10. Why was he thankful for this?

Apply-

Paul was not concerned about self praise.  He wanted Jesus to get the glory.  When we fight among ourselves is this like Christ?
Are there divisions in the youth group?

What part do you play in that?

What can you do this summer to fix it?

Date: 


  

Time: 




Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 1:18
Read – 1 Corinthians 1:17-20
Examine –

1. What did Christ not send Paul to do?
2. What was he to do?

3. How was he not to do it?

4. What would happen to the cross if Paul did this?

5. What is foolishness to lost people?

6. What is it to those of us who are saved?

7. What will God do to the wisdom of the wise?

8. What will He bring to nothing?


9. What does God do with all these groups?

Apply-

How do you view preaching?
Do you depend on worldly wisdom for decisions or do you turn to God’s Word for answers?

Date: 


  

Time: 




Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 1:18
Read – 1 Corinthians 1:21-25
Examine –

1. Who first had wisdom?
2. Where did the world get its wisdom?

3. Did they use this wisdom to help them spiritually?

4. What pleased God?

5. How are people saved?

6. What do the Jews want?
7. What are the Greeks after?

8. What does he (and us) preach?

9. What is it to the Jews?

10. What is it to the Greeks?

11. Can both Jews and Greeks be saved?

12. For those who are saved it is ___________ and __________

13. What is wiser than men?

14. What is stronger than men?

Apply-

Circle the way you feel:
Foolishness of God or the Wisdom of man?

Weakness of God or the strength of man?

Now write out how you live on a day by day basis!
Date: 


  

Time: 




Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 1:18
Read – 1 Corinthians 1:26-31
Examine –

When Paul refers to those who are called he is referring to those who are saved.
1. Of what three groups of men does Paul say that not many will be saved?

2. What has God chosen to confound the wise?

3. What confounds the mighty things?

4. What two other groups does God use?

· If you don’t see yourself as this then you will not think you need to be saved!

5. What should no flesh do?


6. How are we in Christ-Jesus?

7. What does God make of us?

8. If we are going to glory, to whom should that glory go?

Apply-

Do you think of yourself as something?
God can’t use “somethings”, He only uses “nothings”!
All talents & abilities come from Him.  All our efforts are empty & worthless without His power and blessing.
When is the last time you did some glorying in God?

Do it today!
Date: 


  

Time: 




Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 1:18
Read – Review
Examine –

Fill in the chart below:
	Truth
	How am I currently struggling with this
	What God taught me

	Unity


	
	

	Attitude about the gospel


	
	

	Attitude towards the world


	
	

	Glory in myself


	
	


Main thoughts to meditate on this week:

	Monday


	

	Tuesday


	

	Wednesday


	

	Thursday


	

	Friday


	

	Saturday


	

	Sunday


	




Prayer: 
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If God used people who thought they were special and talented, then the people would glory in themselves.  God wants people who are totally dependent on Him.





In verse 9 Paul attacks three groups of people: The Wise refers to the Greek men who are learned.  The Scribes refer to the Jewish learned men.  The disputers probably refer to those teaching in the schools of that day.








